Town of Northumberland
AGENDA
November 7, 2024
8:00 AM

* Public Hearing on the proposed 2025 Town Budget

SALUTE THE FLAG

THOSE ATTENDING

Supervisor Willard H. Peck
Councilman Paul Bolesh
Councilman John Delisle
Councilman George Hodgson
Councilwoman Patricia Bryant

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

1. Minutes of the October 10, 2024 Public Hearing on the Comprehensive Plan
2. Minutes of the October 10, 2024 Regular Monthly Meeting

CORRESPONDENCE

1. Dog Control for October 2024

2. Letter from NYS DOT regarding Speed Reduction on County Route 32N

3. Email from Tina Gage regarding Veterans Park

4. letter from Thomas Wood regarding Saratoga County Fire Advisory Board

NEW BUSINESS

1. 2025 Town Budget
2. Comments from the Planning Board regarding proposed PUD on Route 4N

OLD BUSINESS

1. 2023 Update Northumberland Comprehensive Plan (Draft): Adopt
2. Stonebridge Farm PUD Update



DESIGNATIONS

1. Approve Vouchers for payment as presented.

COMMITTEES

insurance

Munricipal Center & Parks
Recycling

Envircnmental

Youth

Highway

DEPARTMENTS

Town Board

Town Clerk
Building/Zoning/Planning
Highway Supt

ADJOURNMENT
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Telephone # Day-(518) 587-0792
Nights-(518) 793-5485
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Town Of Northumberland
Gansevoort_, N.Y. 12831
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KATHY HOCHUL

) Governor
BE | Department of MARIE THERESE DOMINGUEZ
STATE ) Tran Sgﬁﬁaﬁ@ﬁ Commissioner

MICHAEL G. ARTHUR, F.E.
Reglona! Director

October 11, 2024
Case #1240157
Denise Murphy
Town Clerk
Town of Northumberiand
P.0. Box 128
Gansevoort, NY 12831

RE: SPEED REDUCTION RESOLUTION
COUNTY ROUTE 32
TOWN OF NORTHUMBERLAND
SARATOGA COUNTY

Dear Ms. Murphy,

This is in response to Resolution #26 passed on February 8, 2024 by the Town
Board of Northumberland. The Resolution requested a lower established speed limit on
County Route 32 between the Wilton Town Line and Thomas Road in the Town of
Northumberland.

As the Town is aware, the speed limit on County Route 32 is governed by the
statewide 55 MPH limit until a point roughly 0.25 miles west of Thomas Road. The
speed limit is reduced to 40 MPH from this point through the Hamlet of Gansevoort. Per
the Town's request, we conducted a field investigation in which speed data
measurements were coliected for vehicles traveliing in both directions on this section of
County Route 32. The 85" percentile speed was measured to be 56 MPH, with the 10-
mile pace for vehicles between 47 to 56 MPH. Nineteen percent of vehicles were shown
exceeding the posted 55 MPH speed limit.

Additionally, we analyzed reported crash data through a 5-year period from April
18, 2019, to March 31, 2024, within the 55 MPH zone of County Route 32. There were
eight total crashes during this period, with three a result of drivers disregarding the stop
sign on Fortsville Road, two due to debris within the roadway, and one due to a collision
with a deer in the roadway.

Based on these circumstances, a reduction in the speed limit is not warranted at
this time.

© 50Wolf Road, Albany, NY 12232 | wiwdotny.gov



Page 2 of 2
Case #1240157

Thank you for your interest in traffic safety. If you have any questionis regarding
this matter, please contact Kelley Kircher of this office at (518) 457-5283.

Sincerely,

Tty Fuckiy

Michael W. Fenley, PE
Regional Traffic Engineer

cc.  C. Cooke, Saratoga County Commissioner of Public Works
P. Korowajczyk, Saratoga County Residency



Dear Members of the Town Board, | hope this letter finds you well, | am writing to propose a
community initiative for the upcoming Christmas season that | believe will bring joy and
beauty to our town while honoring our loved ones and supporting meaningful causes. |
would like to request permission to use the Veterans Memorial Park to host a “Memorial
Christmas Trees” event from December 1st to January 1st. This event will allow residents to
purchase a spot for a artificial 6 ft Christmas tree in memory of a loved one or in tribute to
an organization that has touched their lives, such as veterans, breast cancer awareness,
suicide prevention, and more. Each tree will be only be 6 ft tall (purchased by decorator)
tastefully decorated by the participants and inspected to ensure they meet the town's
standards. The town will provide the necessary electricity for the lights, and the fee collected
for each tree will be used to cover these costs. This initiative not only aims to beautify our
town during the festive season but also fosters a sense of community and remembrance.
Several neighboring towns, including Schuylervillg, Stillwater, and Glens Falls, have
successfully implemented similar events, and | believe it would be a wonderful addition to
our town’s holiday traditions. Thank you for considering this proposal. | am confident that
this event will be a positive and uplifting experience for all involved. | appreciate your
support and look forward to your favorable response. Warm regards, Tina Gage {previously
Tina Clark) 20 Duncan Rd Gansevoort 5185268860 Navymom12831@gmail.com Resident of
Gansevoort 30 year



To: Nerthumberland Town Board
From: Tom Wood
"Date: 10/18/2024

Re: Letter of intent

I am requesting to be reappointed to the Saratoga County Fire Advisory Board

. Thank You,

T ves



From: Holly Rippon-Butler <holly.ripponbutier@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2024 8:55 AM

To: Building/Zoning Administrator; mmartindale@nycap.rr.com
Subject: Comments on PUD application (#0009-24)

Hi Tia (and Sue),

Thanks so much for passing along the meeting minutes from Schuylerville and Victory. Hereis a
summary of my thoughts on the project we discussed Monday to share with the Town board:

Overall

[ am in favor of having some higher-density housing in this location with some considerations. | think the
lot has sat relatively vacant for a long time and it would be a good use of the space to have housing within
walking/bike riding distance to town and close to the Hudson Crossing park. | do have a number of
questions and issues | would be paying attention to from the perspective of planning board review if the
Town board were to approve this PUD and the project were to move forward.

Pros

We have gotten a steady raquest for housing In the town and will likely continue to receive these
projects as a board. I am in support of encouraging this kind of high-density development in our
town in locations that support it, such as this, while placing increased emphasis on protecting our
farmland from development.

This project would likely increase the number of customers for Schuylerville businesses, which
would be a benefit.

| appreciate that the housing offered would be designed to be affordable. It is very hard to find
rental housing in this area, and some of the affordable rental housing that exists is in very poor
condition. Having additional options, if properly mainiained and kept in good condition, would be
a benefit.

| appreciate that this project includss a planned green ares.

Questions

Is this a brownfield site? Will redevelopment be financialty feasible or require costly
environmental clean up?

Mr. Vaccarieli mentioned he does not have experience with a project of this scope previousty,
which makes me wonder how we will be able to determine that he has adequate resources and
expertise to see this project through.

What is the minimum number of units to make this project viable?

tam curious to learn more about the land banking potential that the applicant mentioned.

Concerns



Padestrian traffic on Route 4 - especially if kids were walking to school from this tocation. | would
want to see a plan for how pedestrians would walk from this development into town, including an
extension of the sidewalk and/or a bike path to this location. | am particularly concerned with the
slight hill that curves to the right as you come up into the village and how there is very littte
shoulder to walk in there.

Car traffic - | would want to see a traffic study indicating the impact that this woulc have on the
ares.

Sewer/septic - | am concerned that this project is right next to the canal and Hudson river, and |
would want to see an extensive plan for sewer and septic management, preferably connecting to
the town systems if they have capacity.

Connection with local businesses - | would want to see that the applicant is coordinating with
local small business owners in developing this project. There is a group that meets monthly, |
believe, and would likely have input on what they would like to see or not see in a project of this
type.

Although the former factory building and the lot in general are a bit of an eyesore, the factory has
an historic character that adds interest to the area; | would want to see efforts made to keep that
structure in place.

| am a little concerned about the incongruity with the comprehensive plan mentioning 25 acres as
the minimum for a residential PUD, although | think an exception could be made here if the overall
density of the number of units was kept in check.

I don't have specific thoughts on the number of units that makes sense, but 200 does feel like too
many based in part on Dave Brennan's comments about densities that he has seenin other areas.




From: Mark Martindale <mmartindale@nycap.rr.com>

To: ‘Building Department'

Subject: RE: Comments on PUD application (#0009-24)-Sue's comments
Hi Tia,

Holly has laid out a good outline of the pro’s and concerns for this project. | have added my comments in RED.

e

Have a great day,

Sue

~M —
From: Holly Rippon-Butler [mailto:holly.ripponbutler@gmai!.com]
Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2024 8:55 AM
To: Building Department; Mark Martindale
Subject: Comments on PUD application (#0009-24)

Hi Tia {(and Sue),

Thanks so much for passing along the meeting minutes from Schuylerville and Victory. [ have reviewed the
Schuylerville meeting minutes as well. It appeass to be an uphill baitle to get this proposal through. Here is a
summary of my thoughts on the project we discussed Monday to share with the Town board:

Overall
I am in favor of having some higher-density housing in this location with some considerations. I think the lot

has sat relatively vacant for a long time and it would be a good use of the space to have housing within
walking/bike riding distance to town and close to the Hudson Crossing park. I do have a number of questions
and issues I would be paying attention to from the perspective of planning board review if the Town board were
to approve this PUD and the project were to move forward. I am also in favor of this project, however [ am
concerned of the density and what it would look like on the property. Not in favor of 4 story buildings,

Pros

We have gotten a steady request for housing in the town and will likely continue to receive these
projects as a board. [ am in support of encouraging this kind of high-density development in our town in
locations that support it, such as this, while placing increased emphasis on protecting our farmland from
development. Agreed, however I feel this will be a very crowded space.

This project would likely increase the number of customers for Schuylerville businesses, which

would be a benefit,

I appreciate that the housing offered would be designed to be affordable. It is very hard to find rental
housing in this area, and some of the affordable rental housing that exists is in very poor condition.
Having additional options, if properly maintained and kept in good condition, would be a benefit. There
was no discussion of the type of housing this will be and affordable does not mean lower cost.. I[f the
requirersent of a sewer processing plant and infrastructure of 2 water system is needed, those cost would
need to be included in the rents.

Lappreciate that this project includes a planned green area. Green space is necessary, and play space for
the children of the tenants is nesded. It is unknown for the percentage of green space will be developed.

Questions



Is this a brownfield site? Will redevelopment be financially feasible or require costly environmental
clean up? What are the possible impacts on the canal systera, What would be the fime frame from start
to finished. There was discussion it may go in phases, not an ideal situation. s

M. Vaccarieli mentioned he does not have experience with a project of this scope previously, which
makes me wonder how we will be able to determine that he has adequate resources and expertise to see
this project through. Would need a better understanding of the maintenance of the sewer and wafer
system if they are on site.

What is the minimum number of units to make this project viable?

I am curious to learn more about the land banking potential that the applicant mentioned. Is this a
process the town is interested in doing?

Concerns

Best,
Holly

Pedestrian traffic on Route 4 - especially if kids were walking to school from this location, | would want
to see a plan for how pedestrians would walk from this development into town, including an extension
of the sidewalk and/or a bike path to this location. I am particularly concerned with the slight hill that
curves to the right as you come up into the village and how there is very little shoulder to walk in there.
Car traffic - I would want (o see a traffic study indicating the impact that this would have on the area. It
was mentioned there would be 2 curb cuts, with the concerns Holly notes a single cirb cut onio route 4
would be recommended.

Sewer/septic - I am concerned that this project is right next to the canal and Hudson river, and I would
want to see an extensive plan for sewer and septic management, preferably connecting to the town
systems if they have capacity. | too would prefer the sewer and septic be connected to the towns
systems. If onsite systems are approved and the system fails, the welfare of the renters would be
compromised.

Connection with Jocal businesses - I would want to see that the applicant is coordinating with local small
business owners in developing this project. There is a group that meets monthly, I believe, and would
likely have input on what they would like to see or not see in a project of this type.

Although the former factory building and the Iot in general are a bit of an eyesore, the factory has an
historic character that adds interest to the area; I would want to see efforts made to keep that structure in
place.

I am a little concerned about the incongruity with the comprehensive plan mentioning 25 acres as the
minimum for a residential PUD, although [ think an exception could be made here if the overall density
of the number of units was kept in check.

T don't have specific thoughts on the number of vnits that makes sense, but 200 does feel like too many
based in part on Dave Brennan's comments about densities that he has seen in other areas. 1 too have 1o
specific number of units in mind, however the space for parking, green and recreational space is a high
priority.



